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Another example is that of a young woman who tenderly loved her
husband. As a result of tuberculosis of the testicles, the husband
became incapable of begetting children, and the woman felt extremely
disappointed in her longing for motherhood. The couple lived in a
country where adoption is out of the question. With the full consent
of her husband, the woman made up her mind to be impregnated
by another man, but in order to obscure the traces of fatherhood,
she had sexual relations with two men at the same period, once with
each. She gave birth to a beautiful, healthy child, but, like our first
example, collapsed under the feeling that the child's father was for
her an empty concept. Because of her feelings of guilt and her
resentment against her husband, she was unable to consider him her
child's father and accused him of not being interested in it. She
railed that it was fatherless and that she wanted to renounce it.
Neither her longed-for pregnancy nor the suckling of the child, nor
all the numerous threads that connect mother and child could make
this motherly woman a mother as long as the part of the father
in the triangle remained unfilled. Only after her own emotional
difficulties had been overcome, and after she agreed to accept
her husband as the child's father, could she become a happy
mother.

An even more striking example is offered by the following case,
that of a woman who was more neurotic. At the age of 23 she
married a man of 43 with whom she had fallen in love. The marriage
turned out to be a very happy one, although during the first six
months the couple did not achieve complete sexual relations.
Immediately after these began, the young woman's menses stopped,
to the great joy of both herself and her husband. In the fourth
month of her supposed pregnancy, during the summer, she went to
the country to stay with a relative. There she engaged In a love
relation with a young man who was a few years younger than she.
It was only a passing affair, without particular passion on her part or
subsequent conscious guilt feelings. She thought that this affair had
no importance at all, as she was pregnant anyhow. Her pregnancy
created in her the feeling that actually "nothing counted now.5'
She returned home from her vacation, and her sexual relations with
her husband were even more gratifying than before. In what she^
thought was the sixth month of her pregnancy she consulted an*
obstetrician for the first time and to her surprise learned that she
had really been pregnant for only two months. This discovery
caused her no concern, nor did it disturb her husband; the woman
at that time still had no doubt that her pregnancy was the result of